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Abstract

Limitations and Possibilities for Faculty Development in Teaching
Improvement:

From the Perspective of Faculty Awareness

Yusuke HASEGAWA

Assistant Professor, Research Institution for Higher Education, Hijiyama University

The purpose of this study is to clarify faculty awareness concerning the effectiveness of FD
(Faculty Development) using survey data and to examine the limitations and possibilities of
FD.

This survey was conducted of faculty nationwide at 11 universities (including 2 national
universities, 2 public universities and 7 private universities) from October 2007 to March 2008.
In this article, I analyzed 518 respondents’ data.

The findings were as follow:

(1) Many of the respondents showed a high concern for teaching activities and had actually
spent a lot of time on the teaching activities.

(2) They had a high concern for FD, and were participating positively.

(3) But, they thought that the rank of FD as a formative factor for their own teaching
ability was low. And, as for a relative evaluation of FD in regards to the teaching improvement
plan, their evaluations were not so high.

In the background of this relatively low evaluation of FD, it is possible that a problem
exists with the ideal way defining FD. The range of FD tends to be very narrow, and to focus on
class improvement in present Japan. It is necessary to expand the range of FD if FD is to be
located as a central factor for teaching improvement in the future. However, the diffusion of the
meaning of FD also conceives the possibility of endangering the very significance of the concept
itself.
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