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General Remarks on the Concept of Academia
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Universities and colleges are usually managed on the basis of the government subsidies,
foundation grants, people’s taxes, and students’ tuitions and fees so that it is indispensable for
them to realize social accountability by listening to the demands and opinions of these various
stakeholders. Accordingly, enhancing “universalism” is necessary to make universities and
colleges understood by society without falling into the clutches of “particularism” which are apt
to lead them to an ivory tower.

Based on such consideration, we have already surveyed learned persons, such as doctors,
lawyers, company’s presidents, bureaucrats, and civil servants. On the other hand, this paper
intends to make an analysis of the consciousness of high school teachers in order to obtain
information useful for academic reforms. The questionnaire survey was conducted from 2009 to
2010 by mailing surveys to senior high school teachers throughout the country. As a result, we
obtained 325 samples respondents with a 18.9% return rate.

Hypothetically, modern universities and colleges are moving in different directions: Quality
assurance and differentiated society; elitism orientation and universalization orientation from
the basis of the mass education stage of higher education; integration of research, teaching, and
study (R-T*S nexus); realization of accountability to society.

Based on this hypothesis, the paper analyzed eighteen question items, in relation to the
hypothesis, among a series of questionnaires used for the survey. Among the answers to these
items, for example, several items are located higher in the ranking order as follows: academia
should orientate to the most advanced research; academia should be committed to acquiring
professional knowledge; academia should be committed to liberal arts education; academia
should disclose information to society. This paper attempts to shed light on these facts and the
reasons behind them.

19





