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Abstract

A Study of Loanwords in Japanese (I)

—Morphological Analysis of Basic Loanwords—

Toshihiko TODA

(Department of Japanese Literature)

A large number of loanwords have been adopted into the Japanese language from
the European lanquages, mainly Englith. Unfortunately there is a misunderstanding
among both a majority of Japanese and Japanese language learners that these loanwords
are easy for foreigners, especially for English-speaking people, to master. In fact, as
these loanwords are adopted into the Japanese language under the rules of Japanization,
that is, rules responsible for turning foreign words into loanwords, they pose various
problems for foreign learners. It is necessary to pay attention to their forms, their
meanings, their linguistic phases, their fundamentality, and so forth.

This essay focusses on morphological peculiarities of loanwords in Japanese. Firstly,
300 basic loanwords are selected based on several fundamental vocabulary tables for
Japanese language teaching. Secondly, these loanwords are analyzed from the following
points of view,

1. original words.

2. parts of speech.

3. rules which apply to original words to shorten them to fit into the Japanese mor-
phology.

abbreviations of Japanese loanwords.

5. compound words of Japanese loanwords.
6. fundamentality, that is, the importance of the loanwords in the Japanese basic
vocabulary. Also, this paper discusses how to deal with these loanwords to make

Japanese language teaching more efficient.
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