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A Study of Loanwords in Japanese (1)
——Research of the Actual Use of Na Adjectives—

FoH M E
Toshihiko TODA

Although nouns are the most important words and the most widely and frequently used among loanwords,
basic na adjectives are also often used in daily life.

This paper focuses on the use rate of za adjectives in spoken Japanese Language.

This study was done in the following order.

Firstly, 306 na adjectives and 128 Jun-na adjectives (“semi-adjectives” that are used as adjectival combina-
tion forms of compound nouns) were selected after some research. These 434 words can be considered as words
used among Japanese people in daily life. Among them were words used mainly by young people and also the
abbreviated forms of original words. As research on the real state of using za adjectives, a survey consisting

of 434 words was administered to 69 women’s college students and 118 women university students.
Secondly, results of the survey were analyzed from the following points of view :

1  averege use rates and runk of use rate (10 runks)

2 : comparison to na adjectives in Bunrui Goihyo (Word List by Semantic Principles, published by National

Language Research Institute)

Thirdly, from the view point of use rate in spoken language, 30 za adjectives are judged as important words
used in daily life, because these words have a high percentage (more than 89%) of use rate. They occupy one

important group of fundamental »za adjective loanwords.
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