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Inquiry of bird Chin

Is the legendary bird chin the same as a bird New Guinia Pitohui ?

R FEC - ELNIFERR

Takaki Izumi and Tatsuo Fujikawa

Existence of the legendary chin (8, zhén on Chinese) which is well-known as a toxic bird from ancient
times in China have been possible as a real being by the discovery of a tropical toxic bird pitohui in Papua Neu
Guinea. Then, inorder to investigate that this two species is the same or not, documentary records of ckin in
Japan and China were collected as much as possible, a figure of chin which is reasonable scientifically and most
probable was formed, and this figure was compered with pitohui. It was considered consequently that the chin

is other species than pitohui. However, because several similarities was also recognized between the two

species, it could not be definitely negatived that some toxic bird existed in the past of China. Therefore, it was

suggested with raised possiblity that chin or at least some model bird for ckin was a real existence in ancient

China.
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