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The Effect of the Revision of Soccer Rules on the Plays of Goalkeepers

— the revision of soccer rules in 2000 —
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The purpose of this study was to examine the effect of the soccer rules revised in 2000 on the
plays of goalkeepers. The sixteen games of the final tournament of the 1998 FIFA WORLD CUP
FRANCE (pre-revision rules) and the 16 games of the final tournament of the 2002 FIFA WORLD
CUP KOREAJAPAN (after revision) were investigated.

The goalkeepers of the teams in the 2002 World Cup, using their hands or arms in the penalty
area, controlled balls for a significantly longer time than goalkeepers of the 1998 World Cup
(p<0.001). They also stepped using a significantly higher number of paces when controlling balls
with their hands or arms in the penalty area than did the goalkeepers in 1998 (p<0.001). From these
results, the goalkeepers in the 2002 World Cup seemed to adapt their plays to be more aggressive.
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