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Introduction to English Children’s Literature: Nursery Rhymes
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Children’'s literature has come of age, and in fact, it is so mature, diverse, and
complex that it is almost impossible to define, let alone describe and explain. This
is always the more reason why we need an international encyclopedia of children’s
literature that seeks to be as inclusive and exhaustive as possible and yet acknowledges
that this literature is practically indefinable, limitless in its scope, and daunting in its

achievements.!
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Nursery Rhymes
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Verses of early childhood from birth through kindergarten—many derived from
and still active in oral tradition, together with literary versions purposefully

composed for children—abound in literature for youngsters worldwide.®
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Simply, nursery rhymes offer children access to the truth in a form that they can

accept and handle.”
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A Legendary crone in European popular traditions associated with fairy tales
and nursery rhymes, this character is the modern-day descendent of an ancient
type in Western European folklore, which is related to the figures of the witch,
garrulous nurse, and the wise woman Mother Bunch—all regarded with suspicion
because they possess either magic powers or Secret knowledge (especially on

sexual matters).
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