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SUMMARY

Koizumi Yakumo (Lafcadio Hearn, 1850-1904) was known in the United States as a
journalist and translator. After arriving in Japan, he added the activities of an English
teacher, English literature researcher, essayist, and writer. As an English teacher, he
educated many talented students. He taught at Shimane Prefectural Junior High School
and Shimane Prefectural Normal School (1890, 9 ~ 1891, 11) for one year, Kumamoto
Fifth High School (1891, 11 ~ 1894, 11) for three years, Tokyo Imperial University (1896,
9 ~ 1903, 3) for seven years, and Waseda University (1904, 2 ~ 1904, 9) for six months.
He taught at Waseda University (1904, 2 ~ 1904, 9) for a total of 11 and a half years, and
finished his life as an English teacher. He is highly respected by the students he taught.
This paper focuses on the education of Koizumi Yakumo, who practiced such education,
and consider the education he aimed for based on his writings. I discuss how his view of

education was cultivated through practical education.
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The teacher himself could never have imagined the comments made upon him by his
two-sworded pupils; nor would it have increased his peace of mind, while overlooking

compositions in the class-room, to have understood their conversation: —
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“See the color of his flesh, how soft it is! To take off his head with a single blow

would be very easy.”™
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Every serious thinker knows that emotional transformation of the individual through
education is impossible. To imagine that the emotional character of an Oriental race could be
transformed in the short space of thirty years, by the contact of Occidental ideas, is absurd.
Emotional life, which is older than intellectual life, and deeper, can no more be altered
suddenly by a change of milieu than the surface of a mirror can be changed by passing
reflections. All that Japan has been able to do so miraculously well has been done without
any self-transformation; and those who imagine her emotionally closer to us to-day than she
may have been thirty years ago ignore facts of science which admit of no argument.®
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The students do not seem to me very different from those of Matsue: they are quite as docile,
respectful, gentlemanly, eager to learn--so far as I can see. We became friends at once.®
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I thought of what has been called “the Kyushu Spirit’. I have heard that simplicity of
manners and honesty of life were from ancient time the virtues of Kumamoto. If this
be so, then I would conclude by saying that I think the future greatness of Japan will
depend on the preservation of that Kyushu or Kumamoto spirit, -- the love of what is
plain and good and simple, and the hatred of useless luxury and extravagance in life.
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For, as I have often said, the only value of foreign literary studies to you (using
the word literary in the artistic sense) must be that of their effect upon your own
capacity to make literature in your own tongue.!®
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So I think that we may say the chief benefit of these studies to you must be in
thought, imagination and feeling. From western thought and imagination and
feeling very much indeed can be obtained which will prove helpful in enriching and
strengthening the Japanese literature of the future. It is by such studies that all
western languages obtain— and obtain continually— new life and strength.!”
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Literature must be creative, and borrowing, or imitating, or adapting material in the raw state—
none of this is creative. Yet it is natural that things should be so. This is the period of assimilation;
later on the fine result will show, when all this foreign material has been transmuted, within the
crucible of literature, into purely Japanese materials. But this can not be done quickly.!®
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The reproach of the “vulgar,” I mean the reproach of vulgarity, would have been brought in Pope’
s time against anybody who should have tried to write in the form which we now know to be much
superior. I have told you also how the great literatures of France and Germany were obliged to
pass through a revolution against classical forms, which revolution brought into existence the
most glorious work, both in poetry and prose, that either country ever produced.*
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I hold that it is the man of exact learning who best— providing that he has a sympathetic

nature— can master to good result the common speech and the unlettered poetry.2°
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