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A Study on Sustainable Small Island Tourism
Case Study: Oita Himeshima Geopark
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Abstract

Himeshima Village in Oita Prefecture (hereafter referred to as Himeshima) is a remote village island
floating on the northern tip of the Kunisaki Peninsula in the Oita Prefecture. The ruins of the volcano, the
sandbar, and the ecosystem resulted in the “mysterious island created by the volcano” Himeshima, which
was designated as a Japanese Geopark in 2013, has a beach with granitic sand and a beautiful view of the
sea. The more tourists visit Himeshima, the more people use village boats and know the local products,
pay for accommodation and consume tiger prawns, all of which generate income from outside the island.
In other words, more visitors and overnight guests translates into more of Himeshima’s specialty products
being sold and consumed on the island; as a result, money flows in from outside the island that has a
ripple effect on the local economy. Therefore, it is important to enhance the consolidated effects of

production, processing and sales, which are characteristic of the tourism industry.
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