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Lafcadio Hearn’s Kokoro and Ancestor Worship

H g =
KAIJIMA Takashi

Lafcadio Hearn (Patrick Lafcadio Hearn, 1850-1904, hereinafter Yakumo Koizumi) is well
known as a Greek newspaper reporter, novelist, and English teacher. As a travel writer in a world
where Western culture comes first, he also tried to convey to the world in English the uniqueness and
superiority of Japanese culture as seen from the eyes of Westerners with a sense of mission as a
successor. As for his method, we can see his attitude of using his own five senses to explain the
quintessence of Japanese culture, which does not appear superficially to Westerners, in an easy-to-
understand manner. This paper discusses ancestor worship and Shintoism mainly in Kokoro, a
Japanese cultural research book written by Yakumo Koizumi.
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EFLHARZTF—< L LZEED, $TICT7—A2AMN - F bR EICEVHER TV, 9 L7z
LOIIMA TNMRAZIIMEZEZ ) L LD ) e FOEZIZZOEFEDORIEIZH L, TORIEE
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THE papers composing this volume treat of the inner rather than of the outer life of Japan,—for
which reason they have been grouped under the title Kokoro (heart) . Written with the above
character, this word signifies also mind, in the emotional sense; spirit; courage; resolve; sentiment;
affection; and inner meaning,—just as we say in English, ” the heart of things.

KOBE September 15, 1895.1
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A thousand books have been written about Japan; but among these,—setting aside artistic
publications and works of a purely special character,—the really precious volumes will be found to
number scarcely a score. This fact is due to the immense difficulty of perceiving and
comprehending what underlies the surface of Japanese life. No work fully interpreting that life,—
no work picturing Japan within and without, historically and socially, psychologically and
ethically—can be written for at least another fifty years.2
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PEZeDheholzl, FlFNa2EI)ERALDLDL T /L Bdo/zh b, S6IZIEENENL
FINBERTWLINZE, BRBEREEZFNICEODLLESIZE L DRENLELENLEAH L, &
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“The evolutional history of ancestor-worship has been very much the same in all countries; and
that of the Japanese cult offers remarkable evidence in support of Herbert Spencer’ s exposition of
the law of religious development. To comprehend this general law, we must, however, go back to
the origin of religious beliefs. One should bear in mind that, from a sociological point of view, it is
no more correct to speak of the existing ancestor-cult in Japan as “primitive,” than it would be to
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speak of the domestic cult of the Athenians in the time of Pericles as “primitive.”®
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The truth that ancestor-worship, in various unobtrusive forms, still survives in some of the
most highly civilized countries of Europe, is not so widely known as to preclude the idea that any
non-Aryan race actually practicing so primitive a cult must necessarily remain in the primitive
stage of religious thought.®
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Examined with perfect impartiality, I would even venture to say that they are less irreconcilable
in more respects than one. They conflict less with our human ideas of justice; and, like the
Buddhist doctrine of karma, they offer some very striking analogies with the scientific facts of
heredity,—analogies which prove Shinto to contain an element of truth as profound as any single
element of truth in any of the world} great religions.”
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5, MEIZIEHATORRZFLHIL BT L HE—DEMOERLF L SV ORVEMOER
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“That every impulse or act of man is the work of a god, and that all the dead become gods, are the
basic ideas of the cult. It must be remembered, however, that the term Kami, although translated
by the term deity; divinity, or god, has really no such meaning as that which belongs to the English
words : it has not even the meaning of those words as referring to the antique beliefs of Greece
and Rome."13

ANH DB S P LHEEHRLITENIMOMETH L E V)T L, ZLT, TXNTOREPMIZLD L
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L) FHREREN, — B oM, ZWMBOM, FLFIIFVE - XY A NEOMAR L EFRENT
WS, EIZED (] LI FEIIEEDOGodE R LEKRTIEZ L, Lard, FUIyiu—<
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Although essentially superior to the living in certain respects, the living are, nevertheless, able
to give them pleasure or displeasure, to gratify or to offend them,—even sometimes to ameliorate
their spiritual condition. Wherefore posthumous honors are never mockeries, but realities, to the
Japanese mind.!4

HARTIZEZTVWZH0L) SMIIREMIENTVD L ENDDS, EETWEH0IdMEE
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oo, FRIEHARDIEE L EH &ML T, “SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT ANCESTOR-
WORSHIP" OHIIFEH L HIZOWTOmMEICADLN S,

For the purpose of this little essay, it will be sufficient to consider the Kami as the spirits of the
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dead,—without making any attempt to distinguish such Kami from those primal deities believed to
have created the land.!®

CONE BTy A DEWLPLTIUL, HROMIILEDORR L ERT L2 TTHHESH ) o—
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With this general interpretation of the term Kami, we return, then, to the great Shinto idea that
all the dead still dwell in the world and rule it; influencing not only the thoughts and the acts of
men, but the conditions of nature. ” They direct, wrote Motowori, ” the changes of the seasons, the
wind and the rain, the good and the bad fortunes of states and of individual men. They are, in
short, the viewless forces behind all phenomena.!6
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Out of these primitive, but—as may now be perceived—not irrational beliefs about the dead, there
have been evolved moral sentiments unknown to Western civilization. These are well worth
considering, as they will prove in harmony with the most advanced conception of ethics,—and
especially with that immense though yet indefinite expansion of the sense of duty which has followed
upon the understanding of evolution.1
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The teaching of Evolution is that we are one with that unknown Ultimate, of which matter and
human mind are but ever-changing manifestations. The teaching of Evolution is also that each of
us is many, yet that all of us are still one with each other and with the cosmos,—that we must know
all past humanity not only in ourselves, but likewise in the preciousness and beauty of every
fellow-life,—that we can best love ourselves in others,—that we shall best serve ourselves in
others;—that forms are but veils and phantoms;—and that to the formless Infinite alone really
belong all human emotions, whether of the living or the dead?.
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