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A Study of Edmund Blunden

HOIg &
Takashi KAIJIMA

Edmund Charles Branden (1896 - 1974) is widely known as a British poet and literary critic,
especially known for the poems on the subject of the First World War’s military experience, but
rather a great teacher was he in Japan. And it is not only the students, but also Japan itself that the
poet and teacher finally loved. In this paper, in reference to the relation between Blunden and Japan,
his two visits to Japan and his circumstances are mentioned to recognize how and why he had a
special attachment for Japan, which were grievously destroyed by the World War II.
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HIROSHIMA
A Song for August 6 th,1949

Out of the night that covered her
The striken town began to stir,

Out of bewilderment extreme,

The fierce vexation of a dream,

She raised herself in parching pain;
And no man heard her once complain.

It seemed, of what was gone forever,
Speedily woke a new endeavour;

Out of darkness, out of fire,

Sprang new radiance, new desire;
The striken city rose to see

Not what has been but what will be.

Hiroshima! no finer pride

Did ever earthly city guide

Thank yours, ----to be the happy nest
Where the glad dove of peace may rest,
Where all may come from all the earth

To glory on mankind’ s rebirth!
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“The Author’ s Last Words to His Students”

Forgive what I, adventuring highest themes,

Have spoiled and darkened, and the awkward hand
That longed to point the moral of man’ s dreams
And shut the wicket-gates of fairyland:

So by too harsh intrusion

Left colourless confusion.

For even the glories that I most revered,

Seen through a gloomed perspective in strange mood,
Were not what to our British seers appeared;

I spoke of peace, I made a solitude,

Herding with deathless graces

My hobbling commonplaces.

Forgive that eyeless lethargy which chilled

Your ardours and I fear dimmed much fine gold—
What your bright passion, leaping ages, thrilled
These and all chance offense

Against your finer senses.

And I will ever pray for your souls’ health,
Remembering how, deep-tasked yet eager-eyed,
You loved imagination’ s commonwealth,
Following with smiling wonder a frail guide

Who bears beyond the ocean

The voice of your devotion.
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